TITLE: Cactus Hotel
GRADE: 1
MATERIALS: Cactus Hotel book, animal illustration worksheets, watercolor paper 
TIME: 35 minutes

VISUAL ART CONTENT STANDARDS/OBJECTIVES ADDRESSED IN THIS UNIT:

1st VA: Cr1.2.1a: Use observation and investigation in preparation for making a work of art.

1st VA: Cr2.1.1a:  Explore uses of materials and tools to create works of art or design.

1st VA: Cr2.2.1a: Demonstrate safe and proper procedures for using materials, tools, and equipment while making art.

OBJECTIVES:

-I will learn how a cactus is like a hotel for desert creatures
-I will draw a big picture of a desert creature (It should take up most of the paper) and the environment where it lives. 

PROCEDURE:
Introduction (Anticipatory Set/Pre-assessment):

Think to yourself quietly: Imagine you are walking out in the desert. What types of plants do you see? What type of birds do you see? What type of insects do you see? What type of animals and reptiles do you see? Today we’re going to read about life in the desert, and then we’re going to make a piece of artwork that shows life in the desert.
Pass out worksheets and identify each creature. See if you can find each creature in the story.

Art History/Concepts:
Read story.
Demonstration/Modeling Behavior:

Show example of rabbit that is drawn big and one that is drawn too small. Students should choose a creature and draw it big.

Check for Understanding/Guided Practice:
Review above.
Independent Practice:

Students return to seats and begin drawing while teacher monitors progress.
Student Engagement/ Self-Monitoring:
Ask yourself: Am I focused? Am I carefully drawing the creature big so that it fills nearly the whole paper? Am I doing my personal best?

Assessment/Closure/Clean up:

Review objectives and table helpers clean up.

Daily participation grade is based on effort and citizenship.

