Sierra Middle School Orchestra Handbook 2013-14
Mrs. Halko, Phone 545-4800 or 545-4881, Email: gabrielleh@susd12.org


Orchestra Room Rules
The Orchestra Room rules are provided as special guidelines for your behavior in class.  Quiet attention to the teacher, remaining in your seat during the class period, and following directions are naturally expected of you as they are in other classes:

Be responsible: 
· Be in your seat on time with your instrument and materials.
· Be prepared to learn every day.
· Help take care of our classroom: No food, drinks, or gum in class.
				
Be respectful:
· Treat others the way you want to be treated.
· Do not play or touch an instrument other than your own.
· Listen attentively.

Be safe: 
· No running or playing around at any time.
· Handle your instrument with care.

Consequences
1. Warning
2. Sit out & write an apology.
3. Phone call home.
4. Referral to prevention specialists & ISS.		
** Serious infractions will be immediately referred to school administrators.

Grading System
90% and above:	A
80% to 89%:		B
70% to 79%:		C
60% to 69%:		D
59% and below:	F


2013-14 Performance Calendar – Mark Your Calendars! 

October 3, 2013 at 6:00pm –- Fall Concert – Sierra gym or auditorium – All Orchestras (6-8)
November 20, 2013 at 6:30pm – 7th & 8th Grade String Festival at Sunnyside H.S. (7th & 8th only!)
December 17, 2013 at 6:00pm — Winter Concert – Sunnyside H.S. – All Orchestras & Bands (6-8)
February 26, 2014 at 6:30pm – 6th Grade String Festival at Sunnyside H.S. (6th only!)
May 15, 2014 at 6:00pm — End of the Year Concert – Sunnyside H.S – All Orchestras & Bands (6-8)

**Please note: If a performance date changes or another concert is added to the calendar, written notice will be sent home a minimum of 3 weeks in advance. 


Your grade in class is based on the following four areas:

1. Concert Attendance
Our concert performances are very important; this is our “final project” for all the studying and preparation that we do together as a class.  If you do not attend the concert our final product suffers.  A performance calendar is included on page one of this handbook.  Please put these dates on your family calendar as soon as possible so no conflicts will arise.  If an unavoidable conflict comes up, please let me know in writing at least two weeks in advance.  We can then come up with your makeup assignment. You are required to arrive 30-45 minutes prior to all performances in your performance uniform, as well as to stay for the entire concert, to earn an “A” for that performance.  If you arrive late or out of uniform, you will receive a “C”.  An unexcused absence from any performance will result in an “F” for your concert attendance grade.  
Students and their families are requested to stay for the full concert. Each group deserves to have an appreciative audience for their performance. Leaving early will affect your child’s concert attendance grade.

2. Playing Tests
Playing tests are given several times throughout the semester. Your grade will be based on your own effort and progress as it relates to your potential, ability and the state standards.  Your grade is not determined by comparing your playing to that of other ensemble members.  Tests missed due to an absence must be made up in class within one week of returning to school after the absence.  Incomplete tests will become a failing grade after that week.  You are responsible for scheduling make-up tests.

3. Participation and Effort
You will receive participation points every day you participate with the necessary materials and demonstrate proper rehearsal technique. Students will also lose points for not taking their instruments home for independent practice. 

4. Tests and Assignments
There will be several written tests and assignments given throughout the year.
In addition, all Orchestra students will be required to keep a weekly practice record. This homework sheet needs to be signed by a parent or guardian every week. They are due each Monday. 


Extra Credit
You may receive extra credit for attending live musical performances that feature string musicians. Attending a DVHS or SHS concert is an excellent way to earn extra credit. Bring in the ticket stub or the program for musical events signed by one of your parents and yourself.  You may also receive extra credit for writing a brief detailed paper about our “Spotlight Composer” or “Spotlight Musician”. Additional extra credit opportunities will be available on our class website throughout the year. Speak with Mrs. Halko for more details. 

Performance Uniforms
During formal evening concerts all male ensemble members perform in black pants, black socks, black shoes and a white dress shirt with a collar (no t-shirts).  Female ensemble members perform in black pants, black socks and black shoes or a knee length or longer (when seated) black skirt and black shoes with a white blouse (no sleeveless clothing). Leggings or tights must be worn with above-knee skirts. 

School Instruments
There are a limited number of school instruments available for student use.  Instruments will be assigned based on need and availability.  Students who use school owned instruments are responsible for repairs due to accidental damage or abuse.  Lost or stolen instruments are the responsibility of the student.  Your instrument is to be returned in the same condition in which it was given out. Broken strings can be replaced by Mrs. Halko for a fee (regardless of whether it is a school instrument or not).
***********************************************************************************************************
Supplies
All students will need a folder for sheet music, and should come to class each day with a sharpened pencil. 
1. Each member of the 6th Grade Concert Orchestra will need to purchase the book Essential Elements for Strings 2000 Book 1. Many 6th Grade students should already have this book from last year. 
1. Each member of 7th Grade Symphonic Orchestra & 8th Grade Chamber Orchestra will need to purchase the method book Essential Elements for Strings 2000 Book 2.
· All Orchestra students will receive sheet music which needs to be kept safely in their folder with their name written at the top of each page.
· Students should use only pencil when writing on music.
· All students should have a music stand at home for use during daily practice. 
· Students are required to have a luggage tag or adhesive label on their instruments with their name & Sierra contact information (School phone # 545-4800) &/or personal contact information.

In addition, students should have the following supplies dependant on their instrument:
Violin or Viola: Shoulder Rest, Rosin, Soft Cloth	
Cello or Bass: End Pin “Stop” (holder), Rosin, Soft Cloth
*****************************************************************************************
Local Music Stores
Southwest Strings --- 1721 S. Cherrybell Strav. --- 624-9390
Chicago Store --- 130 E. Congress --- 622-3341
MetroGnome Music --- 4044 E. Speedway --- 320-3780
Instrumental Music Center --- 7063 E. Speedway --- 733-7334
Music & Arts @ Guitar Center --- 4720 E. Broadway -– 320-9900

Practice Tips
Sierra Orchestra students should be practicing at home for 20-30 minutes 5-6 days a week as part of their regular homework routine.  Here are some helpful practice tips for parents and students:
· Set-up a quiet place to practice where you can sit with good posture and use a music stand.
· Check your weekly homework assignment. 
· Start with 5-10 minutes of warm-ups and scales from the Orchestra method book, including upcoming tests & shorter pieces/exercises.
· Next play through the sheet music being worked on in Orchestra, paying close attention to the more difficult areas for 10-20 minutes.
· Finally, for 5 minutes, play through familiar music of your choice as a fun way to end your practice session.
· Give a weekly mini-concert for your family so that you can show them the progress you are making and so that you can feel more comfortable in front of an audience. 

· All Orchestra students will be given a weekly practice sheet each Monday that needs to be completed and turned in for credit the following Monday. Not turning in homework will negatively affect your child’s grade. Points are deducted for each day a homework assignment is late. 
· All Orchestra students are required to take their instruments home for daily practice.
	(Bassists are asked to practice with me during lunch or before school once a week if they are unable 	to take their instrument home for practice.)
· Students are expected to keep their fingernails short in order to play with proper left hand position.


Private Lessons
Private instrumental instruction is a wonderful way to help develop individual talent & assist students in reaching their full potential. There are many fine teachers in the Tucson area who offer private lessons for an average of $20 per half hour. Mrs. Halko can help you contact a private teacher.



HONOR ORCHESTRA
Students who demonstrate excellence in Orchestra may have the chance to participate in two different honor orchestras. 6th, 7th & 8th grade students will be considered for the Southern Arizona Honor Orchestra and 7th & 8th grade students will also be considered for the SUSD Honor Orchestra. Selection for either Orchestra is a notable honor! Only those students who demonstrate dedication to learning music, practicing their instrument on a regular basis, turning in class work on time and acting as a leader in rehearsals will be eligible. Both honor orchestras take place in the spring, but selection to the Southern AZ Honor Orchestra will take place in the fall. Let’s work together to represent our school with pride!


Contract
After reading through the handbook with your parents, please sign and return this page to Mrs. Halko by Monday August 12th to receive your first 20 points!

I have read the 2013-14 Sierra Orchestra Handbook and understand the expectations of me in Orchestra.

___________________________________________
Student’s Name (Please print.)


___________________________________________				______________
Student Signature									Date


____________________________________________				______________
Parent/Guardian Signature								Date


Phone:____________________________


Email:_____________________________


Did you know?
Arizona allows you to designate your state taxes to the school program of your choice.  This is a chance to support the Sierra Orchestra Program with a gift from $1-$400.  All the money will be credited back to you when filing your 2013 state taxes if received by December 31, 2013. All tax credit donations designated for the Sierra Orchestra program will be used directly for materials & musical experiences that benefit your child! You can even donate online via the SUSD homepage. Please contact Mrs. Halko for more information. 
Thank you! Your support means so much!


Orchestra Booster Parent Volunteers
Parent volunteers are an important piece of our successful music program. We often need help in the following ways: field trip chaperones, refreshment sales at concerts and assisting with/organizing additional fundraising events. 

If you are interested in helping support the Sierra Orchestra program as part of the Orchestra Boosters please indicate below:

_______ Yes! I am interested in supporting the Sierra Orchestra as an Orchestra Booster volunteer.

   **************************************************************************************
There are several excellent community orchestra programs in Tucson that offer students a chance to learn more music and perform their instruments outside of the school setting. Please indicate below if you would like more information about the programs below:

____ Yes, I would like to learn more about the University of Arizona String Project.

____ Yes, I would like to learn more about Tucson Junior Strings.

