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In speaking of the consequences of a precipitate withdrawal, I mentioned that our allies would 
lose confidence in America. 
  
Far more dangerous, we would lose confidence in ourselves. Oh, the immediate reaction would 
be a sense of relief that our men were coming home. But as we saw the consequences of what 
we had done, inevitable remorse and divisive recrimination would scar our spirit as a people. 
  
We have faced other crises in our history and have become stronger by rejecting the easy way 
out and taking the right way in meeting our challenges. Our greatness as a nation has been our 
capacity to do what had to be done when we knew our course was right. 
  
I recognize that some of my fellow citizens disagree with the plan for peace I have chosen. 
Honest and patriotic Americans have reached different conclusions as to how peace should be 
achieved. 
  
In San Francisco a few weeks ago, I saw demonstrators carrying signs reading: "Lose in 
Vietnam, bring the boys home." 
  
Well, one of the strengths of our free society is that any American has a right to reach that 
conclusion and to advocate that point of view. But as President of the United States, I would be 
untrue to my oath of office if I allowed the policy of this nation to be dictated by the minority who 
hold that point of view and who try to impose it on the nation by mounting demonstrations in the 
street. 
  
For almost 200 years, the policy of this Nation has been made under our Constitution by those 
leaders in the Congress and the White House elected by all of the people. If a vocal minority, 
however fervent its cause, prevails over reason and the will of the majority, this Nation has no 
future as a free society.… 
  
I know it may not be fashionable to speak of patriotism or national destiny these days. But I feel 
it is appropriate to do so on this occasion. 
  
Two hundred years ago this Nation was weak and poor. But even then, America was the hope 
of millions in the world. Today we have become the strongest and richest nation in the world. 
And the wheel of destiny has turned so that any hope the world has for the survival of peace 



and freedom will be determined by whether the American people have the moral stamina and 
the courage to meet the challenge of free world leadership. 
  
Let historians not record that when America was the most powerful nation in the world we 
passed on the other side of the road and allowed the last hopes for peace and freedom of 
millions of people to be suffocated by the forces of totalitarianism. 
  
And so tonight — to you, the great silent majority of my fellow Americans — I ask for your 
support. 
  
I pledged in my campaign for the Presidency to end the war in a way that we could win the 
peace. I have initiated a plan of action which will enable me to keep that pledge. 
  
The more support I can have from the American people, the sooner that pledge can be 
redeemed; for the more divided we are at home, the less likely the enemy is to negotiate at 
Paris. 
  
Let us be united for peace. Let us also be united against defeat. Because let us understand: 
North Vietnam cannot defeat or humiliate the United States. Only Americans can do that. 
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