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Clinton, presidential apologies for the internment of
Japanese Americans during World War Il, 1988 and
1993, respectively

LETTER 1

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

A monetary sum and words alone cannot restore
lost years or erase painful memories; neither
can they fully convey our Nation's resolve to
rectify injustice and to uphold the rights of
individuals. We can never fully right the
wrongs of the past. But we can take a clear
stand for justice and recognize that serious
injustices were done to Japanese Americans
during World War II.

In enacting a law calling for restitution and
offering a sincere apology, your fellow
Americans have, in a very real sense, renewed
their traditional commitment to the ideals of
freedom, egquality, and justice. You and your
family have our best wishes for the future.

Sincerely,
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LETTER 2

THE WHITE HOUSE

WA SHIMOTON

Octobar 1, 1993

Oover fifty vears ago, the United states
Covernment unjustly interned, evacuated, or
relocated you and many other Japanese Amoricanc.
Today, on behalf of your fellow Americans, I
cffer a sincere apology to you for the actions
that unfairly denied Japanese Americans and
their families fundamental liberties during
World War ITI.

In passing the Civil Liberties Act of
1988, we acknowledged the wrongs of the past
and offered redress to these who endured such
grave injustice. In retrospect, we understand
that the nation's actions were rooted deeply in
racial prejudice, wartime hysteria, and a lack
of political leadership. We must learn from
the pact and dedicate ourselves as a nation to
renewing the spirit of eguality and our love of
frecdem. Together, wea can guarantee a future
with liberty and justice for all. You and your
family have my best wishes for the future.
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