
 

Source A:  Constitutional Convention, sections discussing issues of representation, 
Article I, Section 2; Article II, Sections 1–2; Article IV, Section 4; Article V; Article VII, 
United States Constitution, 1787 

Article I 
Section 2 
The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second Year by 
the People of the several States.… 
Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be 
included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be determined by 
adding to the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of 
Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. 
Section 3 
The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, chosen by 
the Legislature thereof, for six Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote. 

Section 9 
1: The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now existing shall think 
proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight 
hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten 
dollars for each Person. 
 
 
Article II 
Section 1 
The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. He shall 
hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen for 
the same Term, be elected, as follows 
Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of 
Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to which the State may 
be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or Person holding an Office of 
Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector. 
The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot….The Person having the 
greatest Number of Votes shall be the President 
 
Section 2 
[The President] shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, 
to…appoint…Judges of the supreme Court.… 
 
 
Article IV  
Section 2 



No person held to service or labour in one state, under the laws thereof, escaping into another,  
shall, in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service or 
labour, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom such service or labour may be 
due. 
 
Article V 
The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose 
Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the 
several States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall 
be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the 
Legislatures of three fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as 
the one or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; Provided that no 
Amendment which may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight hundred and eight shall 
in any Manner affect the first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article;  and that 
no State, without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate. 
 
Article VII 
The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient for the Establishment of 
this Constitution between the States so ratifying the Same. 
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