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Learning with projects takes a lot
Have you ever asked yourself when of work both by teachers and by

you’d ever use what we are learn- students. The rewards are well

. . hool i 1life? It i fai worth the effort, however. Re-

1ng 111. SChoolin :Fea 1 e" 1sa : alr search shows the following bene-

question, and this year in our video fits of projects:

class we are going to try to answer . Studentsare more engaged

it. How? Each grading period’ we and interested in learning the
. . tent b it relates t

are going to take the time to do one con S becanse firelates o

: . ) . . their lives.
project involving video production.

S « Students understand what they

are learning at a deeper level

What about Standards? because they are actually using
When students work on projects, they spend concepts and skills in meaning-
less time listening to lectures and doing as- ful ways.

signed reading. Instead they do research on a « By working with peers and oth-
variety of topics, gathering the information ers in the community, students
they need to solve a real-life chemical prob- learn important collaboration
lem. skills that they will need in
While we work on projects, class time will their adult lives.

be organized very differently than usual, but
it will still be very structured. The projects
will be designed so that students will have to
understand important concepts and be able
to perform specific skills related to chemis-
try in order to complete them successfully.

Since students will be working independ-
ently and in small groups, I will assess their
learning as they are working to make sure
they are achieving all the objectives by ob-
serving them as they work and taking notes,
asking questions and reviewing their learn-
ing logs. Students will also frequently assess
their own learning and give feedback to
each other.




